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Decals’
benefits
to teens far
surpass risk

Is it likely that predators will
prey on New Jersey teens who
now must stick Graduated Dri-
ver License decals on their li-
cense plates? Or is it likely that
these tiny red identifiers will
prevent serious crashes — even
deaths?

These questions are no
longer local. Decal opponents
point to the Miami region,
where thugs were able to prey
on tourists because their rental-
car plates were coded. But ad-
vocates say safety benefits over-
ride these concerns. They point
to Great Britain and Australia,
where adult drivers often stop
to assist GDL-labeled drivers in
trouble. Decal-inspired attacks
on teens have not been report-
ed in these countries, nor in the
state of Georgia and our own
Monmouth County, where pi-
lot decal programs were begun.

Are such comparisons ex-
act?

Critics say no. In Georgia
and Monmouth, for example,
the identifiers were voluntary,
not compulsory. And some be-
lieve cultural differences negate
comparisons with countries
where driving is done on the
left side of the road instead of
the right. As Wayne reader Pe-
ter Smith noted, Britain’s GDL
identifier is required only for
those practicing for a road test,
and they must be accompanied
by an adult driver.

“This avoids the possibility
of young drivers being targeted
by predators,” Peter reasoned.

“Avoid” may be too strong a
word, but he has a point — ex-
cept for Australia. There, as in
New Jersey, GDL licensees
may drive alone — with identi-
fiers. But in 30 years, teens
have not been singled out for
attack this way.

“Never!” said Ian Faulks, an
Australian psychologist and
safety expert. Faulks, once re-
sponsible for monitoring road
safety Down Under, inter-
viewed novice Aussie drivers
upon learning of the New Jer-
sey controversy.

“Boys and girls and their
parents have been very sur-
prised,” he said. One young
driver told him identifiers sim-
ply “show we may be more
likely to hesitate or make a
mistake.”

“You can always lock the
doors,” a young woman told
him.

Some standards differ, how-
ever, between the former
British penal colony in the Pa-
cific and the mid-Atlantic
colony that helped lead the
American Revolution. For ex-
ample, Australians may drink
at 18. Aussie identifiers are
much larger than New Jersey’s
tags, too. And unlike our pro-
gram, novice Aussie drivers of
all ages must get GDLs.

But the main reason that
Australia, Great Britain, Ger-
many, Japan and New Jersey
require decals is the same:
Without them, police are un-
able to recognize GDL drivers
who must obey driving cur-
fews, passenger limitations and
hands-free cellphone restric-
tions that prevent novice crash-
es, injuries and deaths.

Although there have been
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Haledon councilwoman sues

Accuses chief of sexual harassment

By MAGGIE ASTOR
STAFF WRITER

HALEDON - Councilwoman
Heather Kilminster has sued sus-
pended Police Chief Louis Mer-
curo and the borough alleging sex-
ual harassment, her lawyer con-
firmed Tuesday.

The lawsuit, filed in state Supe-
rior Court, also charges Mercuro
with defamation. It not only claims
that Mercuro made sexually ex-
plicit remarks to Kilminster at least
a few times a month but that his
allegation that Kilminster was un-
der investigation for cocaine use
constituted slander and libel.

The suit alleges that Mercuro
made vulgar, derogatory remarks
about Kilminster in public, asked
about her sex life and said that he
wanted to have sex with her.
Kilminster reported the incidents
to Mayor Domenick Stampone,
Borough Clerk Allan Susen, Bor-
ough Attorney Andrew Oddo

and other council [
members, the suit
adds, but those [
officials failed to [¥
respond. )
Christopher @&
Gray, an attorney s
for Mercuro, de- KILMINSTER
nied the claims.
Of the suit, he said, “Nothing more
than an attempt to basically shift
the focus of Mercuro’s disciplinary
hearing to something different.

She [Kilminster] is trying to use
this as some sort of diversion. The
chief is completely innocent.”

Stampone declined to comment
while the case is pending.

This is the latest twist in a
protracted battle that began last
June, when Mercuro appeared at
a Borough Council meeting to al-
lege that one member — whom
he did not name at the time but
later identified as Kilminster — was

See LAWSUIT Page L-6

What’s next

the victim’s family embraced each oth-

AXx killer found quilty

ELIZABETH LARA/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Fernando Chireno, right, with attorney Harley Breite before a jury convicted Chireno of murder in the 2008 slaying of his wife, Luisa Emilia Chireno.

Jury rejects insanity claim in estranged wife’s murder

By RICHARD COWEN

another crime, that is, a burglary.

Passaic County Assistant Prosecutor

on two aggravating factors will determine
whether Chireno faces a sentence that
gives him any chance at parole. If the jury
finds either or both of the aggravating fac-
tors exist, the state will seek a sentence of
life in prison with no chance of parole. If
the jury doesn’t find aggravating factors,
the state will seek a sentence of life in
which Chireno would have to serve 85
percent of the sentence — about 58 years.

Mark Ranges said the jury’s verdicts today :

STAFF WRITER

Fernando Chireno claims that the

| voices inside his head led him to kill his

estranged wife with an ax, but on Tues-
day a trial jury rejected that defense and
convicted the Passaic man of murder.
Chireno, 34, of Passaic, who pleaded
insanity and claims to be a paranoid
schizophrenic, showed no emotion as
the state Superior Court jury in Pater-
son convicted him of killing his wife,
Luisa Emilia Chireno, 26. Members of

er and sobbed softly as the jury foreman
read the verdict convicting Chireno of
all seven counts, including murder,
weapons possession, burglary and en-
dangering the welfare of a child.
Although Tuesday’s verdict resolved
the issue of Chireno’s sanity and his
guilt, the jury is not finished with the
case. It is scheduled to return today to
decide two aggravating factors: whether
Chireno violated a restraining order
when he killed his wife, and if the mur-
der was committed during the course of

That decision on aggravating factors
is important because, Passaic County
Assistant Prosecutor Mark Ranges said,
it will likely determine whether Chireno
will receive a sentence that guarantees
the rest of his life in prison, or presents
an eventual chance at parole after near-
ly six decades of prison time.

Either way, Tuesday’s conviction
means that Chireno will go to prison for
a long time, and not to a mental hospi-
tal for the criminally insane.

See GUILTY Page L-6

WPU debuts first leg
of science expansion

By KERI ANN FLACCOMIO
STAFF WRITER

WAYNE - William Paterson
University has unveiled its Sci-
ence Annex, Phase One of a two-
part project using cutting-edge
technology and faculty mentor-
ship to retain student interests in
science.

The 67,000-square-foot addi-
tion to the science building — ded-
icated on Tuesday by university
officials — consists of 18 modular

research labs for undergraduate
studies and research and 12
teaching labs for upper-level
courses.

The labs are outfitted with
bench space to permit students
and faculty members to collabo-
rate. Mentors will work with an
average of two or three students,
guiding them through research
projects.

Sandra DeYoung, dean of the
College of Science and Health,

See WPU Page L-6
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Kathy Hu of Ringwood taking a tour of the new Science An-
nex at William Paterson University in Wayne .

Hands-on science

The new Science Annex at
William Paterson University is
equipped with state-of-the-art
digital technology:

= M Touch-screen digital control

systems to which faculty can con-

1 nect laptops.

W Document cameras.

B DVD/VCR/Blu-ray players.

M Single-unit digital displays with
podiums and touch-screen con-
trols.

M Dual projectors to allow for mul-
tiple projected images.

M Electronic wide-screen with
ceiling-mounted LCD projectors.
Bl Wireless technology building-
wide.
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Guilty: Jury decides man isn’t insane

From Page L-1

“He certainly understood what
he was doing at the time,” Ranges
said, adding that Chireno was en-
raged because he thought Luisa
was sleeping with another man.

The couple were separated and
Luisa was living with their three
children in an apartment on Myr-
tle Avenue in Passaic when
Chireno broke in on the morning
of April 18, 2008. The night be-
fore, Chireno had bought an ax at
a nearby Home Depot — a pur-
chase caught on the store’s video
surveillance and later shown to
the jury.

Chireno, enraged that his wife
might be sleeping with another
man, broke into the apartment
armed with an ax. While the three
children cowered in another
room, Chireno chased Luisa,
hacking her 15 times before she
collapsed in the middle of Myrtle
Avenue.

Seven months before the

killing, Luisa had videotaped her
husband threatening to Kkill her.
“I'm going to kill you if you don’t
respect me,” he says on the tape.
Luisa kept the video in the
event something happened to her.
Investigators recovered the video

from her apartment after her
death, and it was one of the prime
pieces of evidence that the state
presented against Chireno at the
trial.

Another piece of evidence was
the restraining order that Luisa
had obtained against Chireno
only six weeks before her death.
That restraining order, signed by
state Superior Court Judge John
Selser on March 4, 2008, will be
the subject of testimony today.

Members of the slain woman’s
family have endured seven weeks
of trial and were in court for the
verdict on Tuesday. They quietly

embraced each other as the ver-
dict was read, then returned to the
courtroom Tuesday afternoon to
hear more testimony.

The victim’s brother, Manuel
Robinson of Passaic, said the fam-
ily was satisfied with the verdict
and believes that Chireno should
never be allowed to go free.

“It’s been very painful for our
family,” Robinson said outside of
the courtroom. “It’s different
when someone dies of natural
causes than when they are taken
from you.”

E-mail: cowen@northjersey.com
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Family members of Luisa Emilia Chireno attending Tuesday's
court session. They embraced after hearing the quilty verdict.
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no reports of predator-related teen

= fatalities linked to GDL identifiers

in these four nations — none! — the
number of teen deaths caused by
car crashes in the United States is
extraordinary:

Nearly 6,000 annually! That’s
12 percent of all fatal crashes.

Isn’t it likely that decal enforce-
ment of the GDL law could save
some of those lives?

Here are more decal questions:

Q. If a court has ruled that it's
constitutional for New Jersey police
to stop teen drivers with decals if

Fi% they're believed to be violating the

e . ¥
CHRIS PEDOTA/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Cresskill Police Chief Edward Wrixon, his wife, Michele, and the saved fawn at the Antler Ridge Wildlife Sanctuary.

A fawn’s best friend

Police chief cares for deer after it is struck by car

By KAREN SUDOL
STAFF WRITER

CRESSKILL - Police Chief Ed-
ward Wrixon takes a hard line
with lawbreakers — but showed his
softer side recently when a fawn
was felled by a car in the middle of
the road.

The chief rescued a fawn that
had been struck by a car on Phelps
Avenue on June 10 and kept it
alive overnight in his garage until
he could get it veterinary care.

The month-old male fawn will
remain at the Antler Ridge Wildlife
Sanctuary, a rehabilitation center
in Frelinghuysen Township, War-
ren County, that cares for small
mammals, until its scheduled re-
lease in the fall.

In his office finishing up his day
and hearing over the radio that the
deer was injured but still alive,

Wrixon said he decided to swing
by the scene.

“Everybody was standing
around this little fawn with white
spots on its back laying on the
road,” he said.

He said he checked to see if the
deer had broken bones. Not feel-
ing any, he propped up the fawn
and it stood. It appeared to have
suffered from head trauma though,
he said.

Wrixon canceled a call to ani-
mal control because he feared the
deer might be put down or the
agency wouldn’t have the re-
sources to care for it.

“I put it in the back of my police
car and took it to my house,” he
said. “I figured if my wife and I
could keep it alive long enough, I'd
find it a place where somebody
could take it.”

He and his wife, Michele,

placed the fawn in a cage with
blankets and a heating pad in the
garage. He said he stayed up until
about 3 a.m. using a dropper to
place water on the fawn’s tongue,
which was swollen. The fawn
couldn’t eat, he said.

In the yard of their house later
that morning, he said the deer
“had a glossy look to his eyes and
kept going in circles.”

That day, Michele Wrixon con-
tacted the Animal Clinic of Morris
Plains, a veterinary hospital, which
agreed to care for the deer. Once
there, it was given medication for
shock and head trauma and tube-
fed, said Paul Sedlacek, the clinic’s
owner.

The fawn remained there for
about a week before being trans-
ferred to the sanctuary on June 18
after its health improved.

The couple visited the sanctuary

recently and the 15-pound deer,
which was resting in a fenced-in
pen separated from other deer.

“He looks 100 percent better
than when we had him,” Wrixon
said during the visit. He said the
deer looked more alert and was no
longer walking in circles.

“I didn’t think he was going to
make it when we first got him,”
Michele Wrixon added.

Emily Berthoud, an intern at the
sanctuary, said the fawn “has come
a long way” and is eating on its
own and walking steadily.

“I think he’s got a really good
shot,” she said.

She said the goal is for the fawn
to eventually be released onto the
sanctuary’s 120-acre property.

Of his reasons for the rescue, the
chief said: “It needed a chance.”

E-mail: sudol@northjersey.com

Rail service cuts rile commuters

Will schedule changes drive some to their cars?

By TOM DAVIS
STAFF WRITER

Nearly 400 Bergen County rail
commuters get up earlier — and get
out of work later — now that serv-
ice cuts on the Pascack Valley Line
have taken effect.

Commuters from Westwood,
Washington Township and else-
where say they’re adjusting their
schedules since NJ Transit cut two
commuter trains on June 20 that
carried 10 percent of the line’s
users.

NJ Transit eliminated the line’s
early morning, Hoboken-bound
train that departed Spring Valley,
N.Y. at 4:56 am. and stopped in
Westwood at 5:18 am.

A northbound, evening train
that departed Hoboken at 6:55
p.m. — and arrived in Montvale
nearly an hour later — was also cut.

“To cut the commuter trains
down is not the brightest idea,”
said Liz Farrell of Westwood, who
works in midtown Manhattan. “It’s
about having the convenience of
going into the city without having
to take a car.”

The Pascack Valley cuts are part
of NJ Transit’s plans to close a
$300 million budget gap that also
compelled the agency to raise fares

by 25 percent and eliminate off-
peak discounts.

NJ Transit tried to accommo-
date the passengers by slightly shuf-
fling the Pascack Valley Line’s
schedule. A train departing Spring
Valley at 5:29 a.m., for instance,
now leaves 10 minutes earlier.

But some riders say the new
schedule still diminishes the
amount of time they spend in the
office or with their families.

They're forced to either leave
early from work, they say, or take a
later train that brings them home
after 8 p.m.

“l get in earlier and work
through lunch so I can get an ear-
lier train,” said Kevin Lenaghan, of
Washington Township, who drives
10 minutes to get to the Westwood
stop every day.

The service cuts are part of NJ
Transit’s efforts to maintain effi-
ciency without affecting the major-
ity of mass transit users, said Penny
Bassett Hackett, a NJ Transit
spokeswoman.

“We certainly understand that
this change impacted some cus-
tomers, but we worked hard to give
them options,” she said.

Seven trains on the Morris and
Essex lines and four trains on the
Main/Bergen Line were also elim-
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inated last month. The Pascack
Valley reductions didn’t take effect
until June 20 because they had to
be coordinated with changes on
the Metro-North line.

The Metro-North line originates
in New York and connects to the
NJ Transit service.

Railroad advocates say the cuts

will hit North Jersey commuters
the hardest since the single-track
Pascack Valley service is one of NJ
Transit’s smallest lines, leaving pas-
sengers with few options.

Al Papp of the New Jersey Asso-
ciation of Railroad Passengers said
more people, as a result, will
choose cars over trains, causing
longer traffic jams and creating
more pollution on New Jersey’s
highways. “The attractiveness of
the line to commuters is going to
diminish,” said Papp. “You're go-
ing to start chasing people away.”

NJ Transit’s reductions were
similar to steps taken by other tran-
sit agencies — such as Metropolitan
Transportation Authority — that
face similar budget deficits.

Last month, the MTA eliminat-
ed the eight-year-old V and W sub-
way lines, which ran in Queens
and Manhattan, to help reduce an
$800 million budget deficit.

Some Pascack Valley riders say
the cuts are a small inconvenience
that will have little impact on their
lives. Other riders, however, say it
would have made more sense to
cut little-used weekend lines.

Boosted by growing ridership,
NJ Transit expanded the Pascack
Valley line two years ago by adding
bi-directional and weekend serv-
ice. But Chris Hudson of West-
wood wonders if NJ Transit “went
too big too soon.”

GDL law, shouldn't it be constitu-
tional for Arizona police to stop
drivers believed to be illegal aliens?
Jack Velten, River Edge

These examples have little in
common. The Arizona controver-
sy rests on the issue of racial,
or cultural, profiling, which is
barred by the Constitution. The
New Jersey controversy rests on

{ the issue of driving standards,

competency and safety, which

Lawsuit:
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under investigation for cocaine use
along with former Councilman
Alan Souto, who is incarcerated
for stealing nearly 100 pounds of
cocaine and heroin from an evi-
dence locker at the Passaic Coun-
ty Sheriff’'s Department.

Stampone suspended Mercuro
the next day, saying he had con-
sulted local law enforcement agen-
cies that would likely have been in-
volved in such an investigation and
concluded that the Mercuro’s alle-
gations were baseless.

“The council members were ma-
ligned unfairly,” he said at the time.

The Kilminster suit, which seeks
unspecified damages, adds of Mer-
curo’s allegations, “Plaintiff [Kil-
minster| does not and has not used
cocaine. Further, plaintiff was nev-

states are required to regulate.

Q. Since 18-year-olds are adults
who may vote, join the military, buy
real estate and be tried for a crime,
why aren't driving restrictions for
this age group unconstitutional?
Isn't it absurd that a 20-year-old
needs state permission to drive to
his or her job to comply with the
GDL curfew? James Hughes, Du-
mont

Many restrictions, such as buy-
ing alcohol, cover 18-year-olds.
Government’s foremost responsi-
bility is to protect the public wel-
fare, which includes reasonable
safety restrictions on public ac-
commodations such as roads. So,
it’s not unreasonable for states to
impose age-based safety restric-
tions on novices who use danger-
ous equipment on public thor-
oughfares. As a deputy attorney
general noted in a Superior Court
hearing on this issue, age is not
protected under federal privacy
statutes. Moreover, the New Jersey
driving curfew is waived for GDL
holders who carry proof showing
they must drive to work between
11pm.and5am.

E-mail cichowski@northjersey.com

Haledon

er in the presence of Souto or any
other council person while they
were using cocaine.”

Kilminster referred requests for
comment to her attorney, Charles
Sciarra of Clifton, who declined
comment beyond the suit.

Mercuro, who claims his sus-
pension violated his free speech
and due process rights, counters in
his own lawsuit, which was filed in
U.S. District Court in Newark in
April, that he had information on a
cocaine investigation from the FBI
and state police. Stuart Alterman of
Cherry Hill, another of his attor-
neys, said he had evidence to prove
the allegations in court, though he
would not specify what the evi-
dence was.

E-mail: astor@northjersey.com

WPU: New labs
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said the hands-on experience stu-
dents will get with faculty mem-
bers in the labs is invaluable.

“They’re right there with them,
getting questions answered and
the mentoring they need,” she
said.

Phase Two of the project is an
ongoing renovation of the existing
165,000-square-foot science build-
ing, which is 38 years old. By sum-
mer 2011, the building will be
equipped with new computer labs,
teaching labs, a microscopy suite,
“smart” classrooms with digital
network and audiovisual capabil-
ities, a new greenhouse and wire-
less technology.

“This new building puts us in
the forefront of science education
in New Jersey,” university Presi-
dent Arnold Speert said in a press
release. He said the project is part
of WPU’s mission to prepare stu-
dents for real-world situations by
offering them hands-on learning
experiences.

The university has been devel-
oping the project for five years and
invested $85 million in building
new labs, renovating the science
building, purchasing new equip-
ment and covering necessary land-
scaping.

DeYoung said the university is-
sued a bond to raise the money be-
cause the state has stopped fund-
ing projects of this nature in recent
years.

A major goal in the mentorship
aspect of the project is to retain
students not only in college, but
also within the science major. This
interaction, paired with new lab
capabilities, is part of an attempt to
show students what science can
do not just for themselves, but for
society.

“One of the long-term effects, in

addition to preparing students for
the work world, is getting them
interested and sustaining their
interest in science — something
that’s really lacking in our society,”
DeYoung said.

In addition to increased lab
space and new technology, the
university also was able to pur-
chase updated scientific equip-
ment for the various fields — biol-
ogy, chemistry, physics and envi-
ronmental science — that is equal
to or better than industry stan-
dards.

“It enables them to do research
that is cutting edge, to open new
avenues of research for students
and faculty,” DeYoung said. “Ex-
periments they couldn’t do before,
they’ll now be able to do.”

In the past two weeks, some of
the new teaching and research
labs have been opened to accom-
modate students enrolled in sum-
mer courses. The remaining labs
will open in September.
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